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PROSPECTUS. 

Oar object, by this publication, ts to promote puro religion, sound morals 
Christian reforms ; tho abolition of slavcholiltng, cute, the rum-tralDc, and 
kindred crimes—the application of Christian principles to all tho relations, du¬ 
ties, business arrangements, nnd alms ol life ;—to the individual, the family, 
the Church, the State, the Nation—to the work or converting tho world to 
God, restoring the common brotherhood of man, and rendering Society the 
type of heaven. Our text book Is the Bible ; our standard, the Divine law ; 
our expediency, obedience; our plan, tho Gospel ; our trust, the Divine prom¬ 
ises ; our panoply, tho wholo armor of God. 

MS-Editors friendly, please copy, or notice. 


THE BIBLE ABOLITION 1ST. 


Containing the teatime 




“lb the law and to the testimony ; if they speak not according to this 
word, it Is bccausothere Is no light in them.” Ira. vrn. 20. "All Scripture w 
given by Inspiration of God, and Is protltablc for doctrine, for correction, for 
nstruclion in righteousness. That tho man of God might bo perfect, thor- 
ougbly furnished unto all good works ’’ n Tim. lit 10.17. 

Part III,—SlavelioWIIng brought directly to the teat of the 
Bible. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Oppression—Subject resumed. The intensity of God’s 

HATRED OF SLAVEUOLDING EVINCED BY THE SCRIPTURE 
REPRESENTATIONS OF HIS HATBKD OF LIGHTER OPPRES¬ 
SIONS, in the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

Among those who arc troubled with reproofs of Ameri¬ 
can slaveholding, thero have not been wanting those, in the 
Churches and in the Ministry, who have donied that the 
story of God’s vengance upon Egypt aud upon Pharoah 
and his hosts for their oppressions of the Hebrews, affords 
any evidence of his displeasure against this country, its ru¬ 
lers, and its slaveholders, for holding the slaves under what 
is known to be a system of far sorer bondage. “The cases, 

« (they say,) are not parallel. The Egyptians were poly- 
«theists, their bondmen were the chosen people of God, 

“ a nd therefore God commissioned Moses and Aaron to de¬ 
ls liver them, and lead them to Canaan, tho land he had 
“ promised to their fathers. But the American slaveholders 
« are not polytheists, neither are the negroes the chosen peo- 
u pj e 0 f (j 0 d, nor has ho commissioned any body to deliver 
p them. When he does, and when they appear among us, 

“ working miracles, in proof of their divine mission, it will 
“be in season to attend to them.”—They would seem tosug- 
' gest the inference that oppression is no sin, unless commit¬ 
ted by polytheists, especially that it is no sin when commit¬ 
ted by the professed people of God, and upon a race who 
have no special claims to the divine favor! 

' jhfi law and to the testimony”— Let us see what 
the Bible teaches concerning oppressions committed by the 
children of Israel themselves, the professed people of God, 
and committed in part, upon “strangers.” 

The Books of the Drophets are largely occupied with this 
very subject, and so are the Books devoted to the histories 
of Israel and of Judah. We propose to present some ex¬ 
tracts from these ancient “scriptures given by inspiration of 
God” and “profitable for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness”—(the seience of human rights, which some pie¬ 
tists think profane) “upon whom these ends of the world 
are come ”) Some persons place a light value on the his¬ 
torical parts of tho Old Testament, and wonder why they 
were put in The Bible, or doubt whether a divinejnspira- j 
iion had any thing to do with the record. Let them’ “search 
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j this could not have been his meaning. The sacrifices and 
the solemn worship had been instituted by him, for their 
benefit, but their groat sin had so polluted their services 
that ho was weary to bear them. What was the sin of 
which they wore guilty, nnd on account of which their re¬ 
ligious services were thus spumed ? 

Tho close of the verse partly cited already, gives ns some 
cluo to its character. 

“ Your hands are full of blood !” (v. 15.) 

Their sin was of tho nature of murder. It was destruc¬ 
tive of haruan beings. Murdorous injuries had been in¬ 
flicted, in some form, with their tacit assent. Are wc to 
suppose that all the people of tho nation, or a majority of 
| thorn, had, literally, ombrued their hands in the blood of 
their follow mon? This could not have been the case. No 
such particulars are specified ? How then, and wherein, 
had they contracted blood guiltiness ? Wc shall learn by 
reading farther. 


the scriptures” “for instruction in righteousness,’' and 
vise their rash judgments. 

PROPHECIES AGAINST HEBREW OPPRESSORS-ISAIAH. 

We begin with the prophet Isaiah, who prophccicd dur¬ 
ing tho reigns of “Uzziab, Jotham, Alias, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and opened his message on this subject in 
the very first chapter. 

“The vision of Isaiah tho Prophet, which he saw, concern¬ 
ing Judah and Jerusalem” 4c., &c. 

“Hear 0 heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord 
hath spoken. I have nourished and brought up children, 
nnd they have rebelled against mo. Tho ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s crib, but Israel doth not 
know, ray people doth not consider. Ah, sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children 
that are corrupters. They have forsaken tho Lord, and 
have provoked the Iloly One of Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward. Why should ye he stricken any 
more ? Ye will revolt more and more. The whole head 
is sick, and tho wholo heart faint. Prom tho solo of tho 
foot even unto the head, there is no soundness in it, but 
wounds and bruises and putrifying sores; they have not 
been closed, neither bour.u up, neither mollified with oint¬ 
ment” Isa. I. 1-6. 

What a picture of moral corruption have we hero ? The 
closing sentences comprize one of the standing proof texts 
of our Church creeds, on the article of human depravity. 

The charges of rebellion and apostacy are direct and un¬ 
equivocal. Tho representation seems to be that the poriod 
for rebuke and chastisement was apparently past, that re¬ 
formation and recovery were well nigh hopeless. Yet this 
is a picture of the Church and Nation of the Jews, even un¬ 
der the reigns of the pious Jotham and Hezekiah, as well 
as of the wicked Uzziah and Akaz. For what sin was the 
Church and the Nation thus rebuked? 

The prophet proeoeds to predict the divine judgments 
coming upon them. 

“Your country is desolate. Your cities are burned with 
fire. Your land, strangers devour it in your presence, aud 
it is desolate and overthrown by strangers. And the 
daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a 
lodge iu a garden of cucumbers, os a beseiged city. Ex¬ 
cept the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small rem¬ 
nant, we should have been as Sodom, we should have been 
like unto Gomorrah” lb. 7-9.) 

From this comparison, the prophet rises still higher, and 
addresses them as though they were indeed the very people 
to whom he had likened them— 

“Hear the word of tho Lord, ye rulers of Sodom ! Give 
car unto the law of our God. vo people of Gomorrah.” 

(v. 10.) 

Had the Jews, then become polytheists. Had they open¬ 
ly renounced the worship of Jehovah 1 Net so.—We will 
read on. 

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to 
me, saith the Lord. I am full of the burnt offerings of 
rams, and of the fat of fed beasts, and I delight not in the 
blood of bollocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye 
come to appear before me, who hath required this at your 
bands to tread my courts ? Bring no more vain oblations, 
incense is an abomination unto me, the new moons and sab¬ 
baths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with, it is 
iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons and 

appointed feasts my soul hateth, they are a trouble unto , ---- 

tue, I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth daughters neither did she strengthen the hand of the 

vour hands, I will hide mine eyes from you. Yea, when and neeJu.” Ezekiel, xvi. 49. 

ye make many prayers, I will not hear.” (v. 11-15.) 


From this it is evident that their sin, whatever it may 
have been, was of such an aggravated character in God’s 
sight, that, on aocount of it, he wholly loathed and abhorred 
their solemn religious devotions as hypocritical and abomi¬ 
nable. The language employed is exceedingly strong and 
emphatic. If taken literally, it would seem to deny that, 
as a nation, they had ever been required by him to offer 
sacrifices, or to come into his temple to worship him. But 


your doings f! pi __ _ . - . - . | 

Learn to do well. Seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Como now, and 
lot us reason together, saith tho Lord ; though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall bo white as snow, though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be us wool. If ye bo willing nnd 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of tho land. But if ye re¬ 
fuse and rebel, yo shall he devoured with the sword, for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (v. 16-20.) 

There was oppression in the land. There were those 
who oppressed their neighbors, especially the fatherless, 
tbe widow, those who were poor and defenceless. It is not 
on record that they reduood them to “chattels”—that they 
claimed them as property—that they bought and sold them 
like beasts—that they thus separated tho ties of kiudred,broke 
up the family relation, annulled marriage, forbade cduca. 
tion, made it penal to teach them, or drove them to unpaid 
labor by the lash, preventing their escape by patrols, and 
bloodhounds—that they were thrown out of the pale of 
legal protection, as having no rights which their neighbors 
were bound to respect ? Nothing of this kind is on record, 
or is probable. It may be considered certain that their op¬ 
pressions fell far short of these. But they were oppressed. 
The strong oppressed the weak; the rich oppressed the 
poor; the creditor oppressed tho laborer in his wages; 
those in power may, perhaps, have levied oppressive exac¬ 
tions. The nation, the mass of tho “ well-to-do” people had 
looked on, us did their rulers, had said that it was no con¬ 
cern of theirs, and had done nothing to “relievo tho op¬ 
pressed” to “judge tho fatherless”—to “plead for the wid¬ 
ow.” They had not earnestly insisted that tbe magistracy, 
the civil government provided, for their own protection 
should be made effective for the protection of others, 
of those who most needed protection. It was for this 
sin, that God rejected and loathed their religious servi¬ 
ces. It was for this, that he described them as a sinful no¬ 
tion, a corrupt people, on the verge of destruction. It was 
for this that ho classod them with ‘the rulers of Sodom”— 

the people of Gomorrah,” who had been destroyed for 
I this, and kindred sins. 

“Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom. 
Pride, fulness of bread, and abundant idleness, i 
daughters >i either did si 
and needy.” EzekieL x 

It deserves special notice, as a most startling fact, that 
this terrible overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and these 
; threatened judgments upon Judah and Jerusalem, are here 
said to have been for their neglecting to “strengthen the 
hands of the poor and needy"—to “seek judgment” (justice) 
to “relieve the oppressed,” to “judge the fatherles, to 
“plead for the widow.'' The charge is not that all the peo¬ 
ple of Sodom, or of Judah, or of Jerusalem, or that a ma¬ 
jority of them, had actually committed the oppressions on 
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account of which they were condemned. The charge is 
that the oppressions were permitted, that they were not 
suppressed, that they wore even unrebuked—that the peo¬ 
ple did not act the part of agitators against oppression, and 
keep up the agitation, until the oppressed were relieved. 
And this accords with that saying of our Saviour in Matth. 
xxv. “Inasmuch as ye did it not unto*one of the least of 
these, ye did it not unto me.” And it deserves notice, that 
notwithstanding the severity of these divine rebukes, the 
people to whom they were addressed, were distinctly as¬ 
sured that if thoy would but change their course in this re¬ 
spect—if they would “seek judgment, relieve the oppressed 
judge the fatherless, and plead for the widow,” their sins 
should be forgiven, and they should be restored to the di¬ 
vine favor. 

The lesson before us then, teaches us this. We were 
looking for evidences of God’s intense hatred of American 
slavery and slaveholding. The prophet Isaiah demonstrates 
to us that God ranks with the people of Sodom and Gom¬ 
orrah, the worshipping assemblies, the cities, and the na¬ 
tions that neglected to act as agitators against even lighter 
oppressions. The application to the facts of our own age 
and nation, is too obvious to require formal statement— 
too appalling to be contemplated without dismay. If any 
one doubts the correctness of our exposition, let him read 
the paragraphs that next follow. 

“Row is the faithful city become an harlot ? It was full 
of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murder¬ 
ers. Thy silver is become dross : thy wine mixed with wa¬ 
ter. Tby princes arc rebellious, and companions of thieves; 
every one loveth gifts and followeth after rewards, they 
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow 
come before them. Therefore saith the Lord, the Lord of 
hosts, tho Mighty One of Israel. Ah i I will ease me of 
mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies.—(v. 21- 
24.) 

Our exposition is here confirmed. The victims of oppres¬ 
sion had not been relieved by the rulers, the princes, tbe 
judges. They were in sympathy and companionship with 
the oppressors. Directly or indirectly, they had derived 
profit or advantage from them, and by winking at their op¬ 
pressions. And therefore they would not execute justice 
for the oppressed. The sin of the nation, and of its 
worshipping assemblies, whose sacr fees God spurned, and 
whose prayers he would not hear, consisted in their permit¬ 
ting such a state of things- in taking no measures to se- 
eure the equal and impartial administration of justice; do¬ 
ing nothing to relieve the victims of these oppressions, not 
even pleading their cause before tbe rulers. Perhaps they 
sustained such rulers with tboir approbation. They prob¬ 
ably enjoyed no privilege of voting, under their kings. If 
they; did, and if they voted for such rulers, their criminali¬ 
ty must have been still more distinctly and visibly marked. 

Tbe specific character of the sin so severely reproved, is 
still further indicated in the prophetic description of its ro 

“And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge 
away tby dross, and take away all thy tin. And I will 
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at 
the beginning; afterward thou shalt be called the city of 
righteousness, tbe faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with righteousness.”—(v. 25- 
27.) 

After having overthrown the unjust rulers and the wick¬ 
ed generation who sustained them, God would raise up an¬ 
other description of men to take their places—-judges who 
would execute justice, as in the earlier and purer days of 
the commonwealth. Thus should Zion be purified and re¬ 
deemed. Those of the people who thus returned and were 
converted, would be restored by 'righteousness—would bo 
righteous, regarding the rights of their fellow-men, while 
those of an opposite character would be destroyed. 

“And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sin¬ 
ners shall he together, and they that forsake the Lord shall 
be consumed.”—(v) 28. 

Tbe contrast between between the true worshippers of Je¬ 
hovah, and the false professors who refused to “seek judg¬ 
ment, and relieve the oppressed,” would thus be made 
manifest. 

Those who think that religion has.nothing to do with 
politics—those who think that the cause of the oppressed 
is out of place in religious assembles—those who think 
that the agitation of such subjects tends to prevent or in¬ 
terrupt revivals of true religion, as taught in the Bible,— 
those who think that the religious devotions of worshipping 


assemblies that do not plead for the oppressed can be ac¬ 
ceptable in the sight of God, would do well to “search the 
scriptures” and examine the foundation of their own relig¬ 
ious hopes, in the light of Clod’s word. “There is a way 
that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” “The hypocrite’s hope shall perish.” “If 
a man love not his brother, whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God, whom he hath not seen The same God 
lives and reigns now, that lived in the times of Isaiah. 
And be has not changed. The conditions of acceptance 
with him are the same now, in America, as they were then, 
in the land of Judah. Christ came not to destroy the law or 
the prophets, but to fulfil. And if ever there was an age 
or nation that called for the practical application of these 
religious tests, that time is the present, and that place is the 
United States of America, the seat of “the vilest” oppres¬ 
sion “that ever saw the sun”*—“there being nothing of the 
kind equal to it, ou the face of tbe earth.” + 

* Wesley. 

f Hopkins. ^ ^ _ 

Church Anti-Slavery Society.—Second anniversary, 
Tremont Temple. Bostou, May 26th. at 9 o’clock A.M., and 

p.m. 

Conference and Business Meeting, of the Members and 
Friends of the Church Anti-Slavery Society, at three o’clock 
P.M.. in the Meionaon Hall, of the Tremont Temple Build¬ 
ing. 

Sermon by Rev. J. Blanchard President of Wheaton Col¬ 
lege, Illinois. Report and Resolutions by the Secretary—ad¬ 
dresses by the President of the Society, and by Rev. Elnathan 
Davis, Rev. James A. Thome of Cleveland Ohio, Rev. A. F. 
Bailey of Marlboro, Mass, and others. 


THE FEES MISSION ANNIVERSARY. 

The Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Free Mission 
Society will be held on Thursday and Friday, the 30th and 31st 
of May, at the Metropolitan Hall, Jersey City. Annual ser¬ 
mon by Rev. J. M. Richards, Philadelphia, or his alternate, 
Rev. Samuel Aaron, Mount Holly, N. J. 

The preliminary Board meeting will be held on Wednesday 
evening, at 4 P. M., at the Mission Rooms 115 Nassau street. 

N. Brown, Cor. Sec. 

THE KANSAS STRUGGLE EXTENDED OVER ALL THE 

We published an editorial, not long since, on the tenden¬ 
cies toward a northern application of the “Free Soil” prin¬ 
ciple to the States of the South, not merely to the Territor¬ 
ies. We have now to call attention to the fact that the 
slaveholders who invaded Kansas are extending their oper¬ 
ations over their own States. There are “Free State men,” 
and “Slave State men,” in all tho Slave States. The Mis¬ 
souri Border Ruffians are now operating in Missouri instead 
of Kansas. Tho South Carolina Ruffians are operating in 
South Carolina—the Virginia Border Ruffians in Virginia 
and so on, Jeff. Davis presiding over the whole. The pres¬ 
ent Administration, (unlike those of Pierce and BuchanaD,) 
sympathizes with the Free State party rather than the Slave 
State party,'thought it dare not call those parties by those 
names, foi fear of offending the slaveholders, and in defer¬ 
ence to the Chicago Platform, and its pledge to “let sla¬ 
very alone in the States.” If the Administration could 
have either the principle or the prudence to proclaim the 
abolition of slavery, the (rue issue would bo joined, the sore 
would be brought to a head, and the whole difficulty settled, 
speedily. 

The Daily papers abound in particulars, specimens of 
which will be found in our News Department. 

The Struggle and the Cost. —We most heartily rejoice 
over the intimations that reach us from Washington, that a 
“decisive struggle is soon to be inaugurated tor the rescue of 
5 Virginia from the clutches of tbe traitors who now tyrannize 
; over the greater part of her soil, and are sucking out her 
life-blood ; but this resolve to demonstrate with armed hand 
l against rampant treason would be futile—nay, mad—were it 
j not paralleled by a determination to call into service every 
j effective regiment that has hitherto volunteered to serve for 
| the war. The resolution has not been taken a day too soon. 
With only the force now subject to tbe orders of Gen. Scott, 
an advance would neither be advisable nor safe. It will be 
opposed by a muster of not less than 100.000 men, badly dis¬ 
ciplined, indeed, and impatient of control—probably deficient 
in munitions and provisions, if not in tbe best weapons as well 
—bat brave, desperate, and accustomed to the use of arms | 
from boyhood. They will have the advantage in knowledge 
of the ground, in current information, and probably in cavalry. 
We jndge a well-appointed army of 150,000 little enough fer 
this enterprise, and this should be backed by reserves of not 
less than 100,000. To embody such a force promptly, the 
volunteers c tiled out should certainly Dot be less than 400,000, 
as nearly 100,000 must be permanently stationed at St. Louis, 


| Cairo, Wheeling, and [other points overlooking the western 
centers of traitorous activity. 

Thus armed and prepared, the nation may strike home at 
i its domestic foes with a moral certainty that its right arm 
j will not be shattered by the blow. 

j Of course, the C03t of Bitch an armament must be appalling ; 
j bnt this is no time to talk of cost. The Republic must not 
die, and no cost can be too great that is necessary to ii s pre¬ 
servation. Assuming that the crushing out of the rebellion 
' is a question of time and cost only, we bold it cheaper t«> employ 
400,000 men to put it down in six mottbs than 200,000 to 
close it up in a year. Every day of its continuance must cost 
the country at least §1,000,000 in the derangement and 
paralysis of its industry, and six months snbstraeted from its 
duration is, therefore, §150,000,000 saved to the nation. Aside 
therefore, from the obvious fait that the larger force will 
make the surer work, we hold that there is manifest economy 
in calling into the public service all who have volunteered to 
strike for the Union.— N. Y.. Tribune. 

The above, from the Tribune, is the first estima’e of the 
| military exigencies of the country, that, at all, approximates 
toward our own ideas of the reality. We pretend to no 
military sagacity, but have never been able to comprehend 
on what grounds success has been anticipated, on the scale 
of preparation that has been acted upon, hitherto. We can 
only account for it by supposing that wo may be wrong, 
and almost everybody around us right, in expecting that the 
South will be able to bring against us any considerable and 
effective force. It is said that the South is unable to main¬ 
tain, for any length of time, a large army. Be it so. For 
that very reason, the valor of desperation, not to say of star¬ 
vation is liable to precipitate them upon us, at once, before 
we are ready for them. If what the Tribune now propos¬ 
es had been adopted by the Government six weeks ago, and 
if the preparation were completed by this time, our present 
prospects would have been very different from what they 
now are. What if the starvation that our blockades and 
restrictions are bringing upon tbe South should literally 
compel nearly the entire South male population, negroes 
and all, to rush upon ns, for food, as tho Goths and Huns 
rushed upon wealthy andimperial Rome; are we ready for 
them ?” 

Or how can we be, if we delay making allies of the slaves 
till they discover that they have nothing to hope from us, 
and so, range themselves, for very self-preservation, upon 
the side of their masters, hoping to gain from their necessi¬ 
ties or gratitude what they could no longer hope from eith¬ 
er our common prudence or our sense of justice ? 

A proclamation of liberty to tbe slaves on condition of 
their supporting tho Government, would have given us, at 
once, more than the 400,000 men that the Tribune is call¬ 
ing for. and we need only furnish them with arms, and the 
officers to lead them. If Gen. Jackson did not disdain to 
| employ negro troops, addressing them as fellow-citizens 
and fellow soldiers, and commending their bravery and 
I good order, as troops, why should Yankee Generals, Colon¬ 
els, subalterns, and privates, curl their lips in derision at 
the thought of doing the saute ? Why should the nation it¬ 
self be enslaved, conquered, or dissevered, .to gratify a sil¬ 
ly and wicked prejudice against color, peculiar to Ameri¬ 
cans, and comparatively unknown at the South; or to please 
and conciliate the slaveholders who are waging war against 
the Government; or to avoid the reproach of being called 
abolitionists—a title the South is already bestowing upon 
all Northerners,—a title which, in less than twenty years, 
will be as honorable in America, as it now is in every coun¬ 
try in Europe ? 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS ON EMANCIPATION UNDER THE 
AVAR POWER. 

The following extracts from the memorable speech of 
John Quincy Adams, delivered in the U. S. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, April 14 and 15, 1842, ou war with Great 
Britain and Mexico, will be seen to have great significance 
at the present time :— 

What I say is iuvoluntary, because the subject has been 
brought into the House from another quarter, as the gen¬ 
tleman himself admits. I would leave that institution to 
the exclusive consideration and management of the States 
more peculiarly interested in it, just as long as they can 
keep within their own bounds. So far, I admit that Con¬ 
gress has no power to meddle with it. As long as they do 
not step out of their own bounds, and do not put the ques¬ 
tion to the people of the United States, whose peace, wel¬ 
fare and happiness are all at stake, so long I will agree to 
leave them to themselves. But when a member from a free 
State brings forward certain resolutions, for which, instead 
of reasoning to disprove his positions, yon vote a censure 
upon him, and that without hearing, it is quite another al- 
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to. At the time this was done. I said that, as far as I 
could understand the resolutions proposed by the gentle¬ 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Giddings.) there were some of them 
for which I was ready to rote, and some which I must vote 
against ; and 1 will now tell this Honse, my constituents, 
nud the world of mankind, that the resolution against which 
I would have voted was that in which he declares that what 
arc called the slave States have the exclusive right of con¬ 
sultation on the subject of slavery. For that resolution I 
never would vote, because I believe that it is not just, and 
does not contain constitutional doctrine. I believe that, so 
long as the slave States are able to sustain their institutions 
without going abroad or calling upon other parts of the 
Union to aid them or act on the subject, so long I will con¬ 
sent never to interfere. I have said this, and I repeat it; 
but if they conic to the free States, and say to them, you 
must help us to keep down our slaves, you must aid us in 
an insurrection and a civil war, then I say that with that 
call comes a full and plenary power to this House and to 
the Senate over the whole subject. It is a war power. I 
say it is a war power, and when your country is actually in 
war, whether it bo a war of invasion or a war of insurrec¬ 
tion, Congress lias power to carry on the war, and must car¬ 
ry it on according to the laws of war; and by the laws of 
war, an invaded country has all its laws and municipal in¬ 
stitutions swept by the board, and martial law takes the 

E lace of them. This power in Congress has, perhaps, never 
een called into exercise under tho present Constitution of 
the United States. But when the laws of war are in force, 
what, I ask, is one of those laws ? It is this : that when a 
country is invaded, and two hostilo armies are set in mar¬ 
tial array, the commanders of both armies have power to 
emancipate all the slaves in the invaded territory. Nor is 
this a moro theoretic statement. The history of South 
America shows that the doctrine has been carried into prac¬ 
tical execution within the last thirty years. Slavery was 
abolished in Columbia, first, by the Spanish General Mo 
rilla, and secondly, by the American General Bolivar. It 
was abolished by virtue of a military command given at 
the head of the army, and its abolition continues to be law 
to this day. It was abolished by tho laws of war, and not 
by municipal enactments; the power was exercised by mil 
itary commanders, under instructions, of course, from their 
respective Governments. And hero 1 recur again to the ex¬ 
ample of Gen. Jackson. What are you now about in Con- 

5 ress ? You are about passing a grant to refund to Gen. 

ackson the amount of a certain fine imposed upon him by 
a Judge under the laws of the State of Louisiana. You are 
going to refund him the money, with interest j and this you 
are going to do, because the imposition of the fine was un¬ 
just. And why was it unjust ? Became Gen. Jackson was 
acting under the laws of war, and because the moment you 
place a military commander in a district whioh is the thea¬ 
tre of war, the laws of war apply to that district. * * 

I might furnish a thousand proofs to show that the pre¬ 
tensions of gentlemen to the sanctity of tboir municipal in¬ 
stitutions under a state of actual invasion and of actual war, 
whether servile, civil, or foreign, are wholly unfounded, and 
that the laws of war do, is all such eases, take tho prece¬ 
dence. I lay this down as tho law of nations. 1 say that 
military authority takes, for the time, tho place of all mu¬ 
nicipal' institutions, and slavery among the rest; and that, 
under that state of things, so far from its being true that 
the States where Bluvory exists have the exclusive manage¬ 
ment of the subject, not only the President of the United 
States, but the commander of the army, has power to order 
the universal emancipation of the slaves. I have given 
here more in detail a principle wuieli I have assert* d on 
this floor before now, and of which I have no more doubt, 
than that you, sir, occupy that chair. I give it in its devel¬ 
opment, in order that any gentleman from any pan of the 
Union may, if he thinks proper, deny the truth of the posi¬ 
tion, and may maintain his denial; not by indignation, not 
by passion and fury, but by sound and sob-.r reasoning from 
the'laws of nations and the laws of war. And if my posi¬ 
tion can he answered and refuted, I shall receive the refu¬ 


tation with pleasure ; I shall be glad to listen to reason, 
aside, as I say, from indignation aud passion. Aud if, by 
the force of reasoning, my understanding can be convmccd, t 
here pledge myself to recant what I have asserted. 

Let my position be answered ; let me be told. I t my con¬ 
stituents be told, the people of my State he told—a State 
whose soil tolerates not t- e foot of a slave—that they are 
bound bv the Constitution to a long and toilsome marc:, under 
bumiug'aummer suns and a deadly Southern clime for the 
suppression of a servile war; that they are bound to leave 
their bodies to rot upon the sands of Carolina, to leave their 
wives and their children orphans; that those who cannot 
march are bound to pour out their treasures while their sons 
or brothers are pouring out their blood to suppress aservil.-, 
combined with a civil or a for. ign war, and yet that there ex¬ 
ists no power beyond the limits of the slave State where such 
war is raging to emancipate the slaves. 1 say, let this he 
proved—f am open to conviction, but till that conviction 
comes, I put it forth not as a dictate of feeling, hut as a set¬ 
tled maxim of the laws of nations, that, in such a case, the 
military supersedes the civil power; and ou this account I 
should"hav- been oblig d to vote, as I have said, ogams'oue 
of the resolutions of my excellent friend from Ohio, (Mr. 
Giddings,) or should at least have required that it be 
amended in conformity with the Constitution of the Uni¬ 




ted States. 


“ Bibj.e Abolition—Church Action.'-' The following is the Document to which we alluded, in our last issue. 
We have great pleasure in presenting it to tho readers of the Principia. and we earnestly recommend the adoption of 
the same, or a similar measure, by the Churches. 

PETITION. 

To the President of the United States of America. 

This Memorial and Petition of“ The 1st Congregational Church of tVilliamsburgh.” Brooklyn, New York, respectfully 
represents. 

That the Government of the United States is now engaged in a civil war, to put down a rebellion of slaveholders, 
whose object is tho support of slavery and its extension over the whole Nation, and hence the true issue, at stake, is, 
the defence of the whole couutry, from subjection to slaveholders, by the total abolition of slavery, or on tho other 
hand, the triumph of the slaveholders, resulting in either the subjugation of the whole country or in its dismember¬ 
ment, and the establishment of a military despotism on our borders, with which it would lie impracticable for us to 
maintain an honorable peace. 

That submission to such a dismemberment,'leaving the loyal portion of our Southern fellow citizens, the non-slnvc- 
holding whites, the free colored people and the slaves, under tho common degradation of continued subjection to tho 
oligarchy of slaveholders who now oppress and suffocate them, would be alike dishonorable to tho Nation, unjust to 
the South and to the North, and untrue to the Union, tho Constitution, the cause of freedom, and the mission of a pro¬ 
tecting civil Government, liko that of the United States. 

That the termination of tho present conflict by any pacification that should cement the Union on the basis of per¬ 
mitting an oligarchy of slaveholders over the agricultural labors of one half the States, as hitherto, would only bo giv¬ 
ing licence and increased vitality to the sole cause of our present troubles, with the certaiuty of their renowal, unless 
we submit to become a nation of slaves;—Hence, 

That a National Abolition of Slavery, which lias been a National Duty from tho beginniag—for the neglect of 
which duty the Nation is, at length, suffering the chastisements of Heaven, is now become a National necessity as 
imperious as is the necessity of averting National dishonor, and the extinction of freedom. 

Your Memorialists and Petitioners still further represent— 

That your excellency is Chief Magistrate of a Nation that, in the act of first asserting its nationality, rocognized the 
national duty of protecting the rights of all the inhabitants by declaring tlint ‘-all men are created equal, and are en¬ 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalionable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ” 
and that “for tho seourity of these rights governments aro instituted among men”—“appealing to tho Supremo 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of its intentions” to establish a nationality for that end :—a Nation that has, ac¬ 
cordingly “ordained aud established” a Constitution ‘“to establish justice, and secure tho blessings of liberty to” “the 
people of the United States” and their “posterity”—a Constitution which you, Sir, have sworn to support and adminis¬ 
ter ; a Constitution that declares itself to be “tho Supreme lnw of tho land,” “anything iu tho Constitution or laws of 
any State to tho contrary notwithstanding”—a Constitution prescribing as one of tho duties” of the President, that “he 
shall take care that the laws he faithfully executed.” 

We therefore petition your Excellency, that, as Chief Magistrate, you will execute “the Supreme law of the land,” by 
‘proclaiming liberty throughout all the land, to all tho inhabitants thereof'—in accordance with tho doclared object of 
the Constitution, and the express requirements of God’s word. 

Wo ask you to do it, as President, and to do it now, without waiting for tho assembling and the deliberations of Con¬ 
gress, because wo believe you have Constitutional authority to protect Americans at home, as well as abroad; because 
the national exigencies admit of ho delay : because we believe the National neglect of this heaven required duty is re¬ 
bellion against God ; because a Nation wielding the war power to suppress a pro-slavery rebellion cannot afford to risk 
the divine judgments, for a single day, by a continuance of rebellion against God, in neglecting to abolish slavery. A 
prompt proclamation of liberty, we believe, might prevent a sanguinary and indiscriminate massacre by the slaves, and 
the enrolling of them in the army would, by increasing its forces, tend to overawe the rebellion, thus preventing, in 
more ways than one, the effusion of blood. 

We earnestly implore your Excellency, as the Constitutional “Commander-in-Chef of the Army aud Navy of the 
United States, and of tho militia of the several States, when called into the actual servico of the United States” that 
you wilt excrciso the military and war power thus vested in you by the Constitution, to call upon the colored popula¬ 
tion of the United States, bond and free, to aid in the protection of tho Government, aud to enjoy the protection of tho 
Government, in return. - . 

We remember that John Quincy Adams declared in Congress, in his speech. April 14 and 15, 1842, that in a state 
of actual invasion and of actual war, “whether servile, civil or foreign, not only the President of the United States but 
tho Commander of the army has power to order the universal emancipation of the slaves.’’ He “ referred to several 
precedents and to the example of Gen. Jackson,” who, even before he was President defended New-Orlcans by calling 
in tho aid of slaves, and to the action of Congress, in remunerating liirn “for the amount of a certain fine imposed upon 
him by a Judge under the laws of the State of Louisiana.” Congress also refused to comepnsatc slaveholders who lost 
their slaves in the service. 

We believe, with Jefferson, that slavery “transforms one portion of our citizens” into enemies, and we conceive that 
the necessities of the times require that these “citizen” enemies be made friends, by treating them as citizens. Already 
the rebels liavo employed slaves, against the Government. We see no reason why tho Government should not employ 
liberated slaves against them. 

We believe that the measure for which we petition, would enlist the sympathies of philanthropists, and secure the 
commendations of wise statesmen—that it would inspire with enthusiasm the friends of Freedom, and strengthen the 
courage of loyal citizens—that it would meet the approbation of the civilized and Christian world, and of posterity— 
that it would harmonize the instincts of patriotism with the dictates of conscience—above all, that it would secure the 
protection and aid of the God aud Refuge of the oppressed, in whose hands are the destinies of nations.—For all this, 
your petitioners, as in daty bound, will ever pray. 

Adopted by the Church at a Special Meeting, lUy 14. 1861, > Signed, By order of the Church, 

called to cousider this petition prepared. Attest \ SIMEON S. JOCELYN, 

H. ARMSTRONG DIAS, Clerk Pastor and Moderator. 

if adopted by churches, societies, or other bodies, may be signed by moderator, clerk, or other officers, on their behalf; or by the 
individual roembersat pleasure, as in the case of citizens. 

The following, as a brief and convenient form of petition, for the signature of individuals, was also prepared and 
adopted by the Church, and recommended for general circulation. 

PETITION. To the President of tbe United States of America. Tho undersigned, citizens of-respectfully 

petition that, in the exercise of your powers as Chief Magistrate and as “Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States, when called into the actual service of the United States,” yon will call on all the inhabitants of the 
United States, of all conditions, bond and free, to aid in supporting the Government, assured of its protection, under 
the flag of national Union and freedom. 
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“Odr troops’-'—Shall they tight tor Freedom ?— 
Or for Slavery ? 


Neutral they cannot he.—Neutral they ought not to be. 
— Neutral they will not be. 

It is in vain to say that the war has nothing to do with 
slavery—that it is only for the support of the government, 
against the Rebellion,—that the slavery question will take 
care of itself—or that it must be postponed until the war is 
over, and be settled afterward. 

Slavery has everything to do with the war. It waged 
the war against npti-slavery: and nothing but anti-slavery 
can meet and cope with it. 

‘‘The -Government” that needs to bo “supported” is either 
pro-slavery or anti-slavery. It is not, and cannot be neu¬ 
tral. If it is not anti-slavery, then it is pro-slavery. And 
if it is pro-slavery then it is essentially on the same side 
with the Confederates they are making a bluster of fighting 
against. It is only fighting against itself, and every victory 
will prove, in the end, a defeat. 

If the slavery question “takes care of itself,” without the 
wise eare of the Government, the Government will, perhaps 
have to “take care of itself’ in its hour of extremity, as it 
best may. 

If the slavery question has to be postponed until after the 
war—if such a thing could be—then the question whether 
the war, if successful on our part, is to be a curse or a blessing, 
would have to be postponed still longer, or at once settled 
against us. 

What then, does the “flag of our country symbolize ?” Are 
“our troops fighting for slavery, or freedom. ?” 

The following documents may east some 'shadows, if not 
light, on the subject. 

Gen. Harney commanding the U. S. forces in Missouri, 
issued a Proclamation to “the people of the State of Missou¬ 
ri,” dissuading them against secession, inviting and urging 
them to remain in the Union, and support the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment. The closing paragraph is as follows : 

Disclaiming, as I do, all desire or intention to interfere 
in any way, with the prerogatives of the State Of Missouri, 
or with the functions of its executive or other authorities’ 
yet I regard it as my plain path of duty, to express to the 
people, in respectful, but at the same time decided lan¬ 
guage, that, within the field and scope of my command and 
authority, the “supreme law” of the land must and shall be 
maintained; and no subterfuges, whether in the forms of 
Legislative acts or otherwise, can be permitted to harass 
or oppress the good and law-abiding .people of {Missouri. 
I shall exert my authority to protect their persons and 
property from violations of every kind, and I shall deem it 
my duty to suppress all unlawful combinations of men, 
whether formed under pretext of military organizations or 
otherwise. Wm. S. Harney, 

Brigadier-General United States Army, Commanding. 

We have italicised the words “property” and “ every kind” 
to inquire whether “slave property” was not meant to be 
included. The inquiry it seems, wassuggested to the minds 
of the slaveholders, which gave rise to the following cor¬ 
respondence. 

LETTER TO GEN. HARNEY. 

Gen. Wm. S. Harney, Commanding the Military Department of the 
West, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Sir : In common with thousands who have perused your 


admirable proclamation of this morning, I return you the and help trample down, dow that it is in process of winning 

thanks of a citizen of Missouri, for its patriotic tone, and , oyer ^ ^holders to their support! 

tranqmlizmg asssuranees. There is nothing in this paper, j „ , . 

which, in my opinion, needs explanation; yet I wish to be I Bee bow tbe P obc y 13 already working, how it is expected 

able to answer, with the authority of your name, a question j to work, and what the result would be, if it should be success- 

which I have already replied to, on my own judgment, fully carried into exeention. 

* s f * 

er I supposed it was the intention of the United States gov- 1 General Government, really so, if not in form. The slaves 
ernment to interfere with the institution of negro Slavery j were about to rise in support, virtually, of the Federal Gov- 
in Missouri or any Slave State, or impair the security of ernment 

I„ T •*” Mp Gm H "”- •» 

I told him that I had no means of forming an opinion that ^ 0WD * *^is concilates the sla\eholdere, and lo ! Maryland 
were not open to every other private citizen, but that I felt becomes a loyal State! Thus we read the import of Gen. 
certain that the force of the United States would, if neces- Butler’s reply to Gov. Andrew of Massachusetts, in defence 
sary, he exerted for the protection of this as well as any „ « .. , . 

other kind of property. Will you be good enough to spare P C ^’ 1 v st f lts benefits . 

from yonr engrossing military duties, so much time as may Thus encouraged, the same policy is apparently pursued in 
be required to say whether I answered correctly. respect to Virginia, and is openly proclaimed by Gex. Har- 

I have the honor to be. with the highest respect, ney in Missouri. 

St. Louis, May 14, 1861. t’tomas T^gTJtt. Wbat next ? Gen ' Bdtlkr - we are told is to °P erat e in 

, North Carolina and Tennessee as well as in Virginia. The 

general Harney’s rf.ply.^ ^ three States stand dubiously m respect to the Union. How 

Thomas T. Gantt, esq., St. Toms, Mo.—Sir ; I have just are they to be . treated ? By the 8atne rule - R may be pre¬ 
received your note of this date, inquiring whether, in my sumed.—“Remain in the Union, and the Federal Government 


Thus encouraged, the same policy is apparently pursued in 
respect to Virginia, and is openly proclaimed by Gen. Har¬ 
ney in Missouri. 

Wbat next ? Gen. Bdtler, we are told is to operate in 
North Carolina and Tennessee as well as in Virginia. The 
three States stand dubiously in respect to the Union. How 
are they to be treated ? By the same role, it may be pre¬ 
sumed.—“Remain in the Union, and the Federal Government 


opinion, you were correct in replying to a citizeu of South- will help you keep down your negroes. Go out of the Union 
Western Missouri, as to the purpose of the United States and we will let your negroe8 do what th , wjth „! 
Government, respebting the protection of negro property. rT . ,, , , , , 

I must promise, by saying that I have no special instruo- Having thus subdued rebellion in these States, the way 
tions on this head, from the War Department. But 1 should will be prepared for the same operation in the Gulf States, 
as soon expect to bear that the orders of government were By this programme, the security of tbe Union and the se- 
directed toward the overthrow of any other kind of prop- n r e;, ■ , , ... 

erty as of this in negro slaves. I entertain no doubt what ^ ° f “ t0 band ,a band ' As the 0De 6UC - 

ever, that you answered the question you mentioned, cor- ceec * d » 80 C ‘ 0€S °^“ er - * ae result of the war, if successful, 

rectly. I should certainly have answered it in the same 0E the part of the Government, will be to place slavery on a 


manner, and I think with the very feelings you describe, firmer footing than ever, with renewed assurances and pledges 
I am not a little astonished that such questions could be Be- • , ■ , , p , , / „ “ 

riously put. Already, since the commencement of these ! support, dl Comm ° Ume ! ~ The demand of the 


unhappy disturbances, slaves have escaped from thei 


; n _ slaveholders, in Congress, last winter, for an amendment of the 


ers, and have sought refuge in the camps of United States Constitution for perpetuating slavery, a demand re-echoed by 
troops from the Northern States, and commanded by a President Buchanan in his Message, assented to by Mr Sew- 
Northern General. They were carefully sent back to their u „ t* , . T J ’ 

owuers. An insurrection of slaves was reported to have tak- d ’ P ’ nd y Pr3 ‘ Binoo n 1D lis Inaugural, recom¬ 
en place in Maryland. A Northern General offered to the m9nded by both Houses of Congress ami by Gov. Morgan, with- 
Executive of that State the aid of Northern troops under his out distinct remonstrance from any prominent political journal 
own command to suppress it Incendiaries have asked or the in the country— Lby none except one in the West,] this demand 
President permission to invade the Southern States, and have f. . . 1 _ , , 

been warned that any attempt to do this will be punished as a wou d be k e y > 11 tbat case ' to be accede d to, as the finale of 


rime. I repeat it, I have no special meaos of knowledge on I the Republican victory of 1860, and of the glorious Union 
his subject, but what 1 have cited, and rny.general acquaint- wa^-of 1861. 

Dee with tbe statesmanlike views of the President, moke me I ..'Snt will it snccced ? Not unless God is dethroned, or 
on en in expressing e opinion a oje given^ ^ ery I e '! unless, in his righteous decree of reprobation, he is reserving 


spectfully your obedient sei 


Brigadier-General commanding Military Department of flic West, j this n 


nJ 1 for a more terrible overthrow than could he oth- 
iached, and than the world has yet witnessed._It 


This is sufficiently explicit. If it rightly expresses the , . as yet witnessed.— 

wishes and intentions of the Federal Administration, the baa been believed that he is now coming out of his place tc 
questions at the head of this article are answered. The “ii.,g dehv f lhe uatlou M wcl1 as tho 8laves fro “ dominion 
of our Union”—in that case, symbolizes slavery. »oJ oi tb0 ^ ebolder8 ‘ These hopes must be disappointed, 


troops ’ are being employed for the support of slavery, the an- ' f ls °. th<i P r0gram,ue of the Administration, as understood 
tagonist of freedom. “The Almighty,” said Jefferson “In* no.; t" ” G^als, Butler and Harney, will disappoint its 

attributes which could take sides with us, in such a cont^tv” Y**®!J£ etors ' 

-“Our troops” are, no doubt, brave. But shall they be!- ' bo a ^nowledgcd that the idea of fighting the 

quired to fight against the Almighty ?_ slaveholders without the help of the slaves, without the 

“Our flag”—“the flag of our Union” is indeed sacred. help of tha God “ d Ref “S e of the enslaved, is a daring 
Shall we permit it to be desecrated, by transferring it from and au ambu ‘ 0us one ' So was the idea of tlia Arch Rebel 
the fair citadel of freedom, and planting it upon the dark desenbed by Milton, but it proved an impracticable one. 
dreaiy battlements of slavery ? What if, while at war with the slaveholders and the 

The New-York Iribune’s ingenious and convenient solution s * aves ) tbe Government should suddenly find itself in war, al- 


of the question, is this.—Protection to slave property is not to 
be extended to States in rebellion against the government. 
They must take eare of their slave property as they best can. 


so, with France and Great Britain ? What if northern troops, 
or a portion of them, with a sprinkling of abolitionists and 
abolition chaplains, should have some scruples of conscience 


It is only the loyal, the law-abiding, the Union loving States about fighting the battles of slavery, when the issue shall 
—the states that submit, quietly to the Administration of he fully understood ? What if the very sections of the free 
President Lincoln, that are to enjoy the paternal protection of States from whence help chiefly comes, the people whose 
the National Government and the secure possession of their help is most needed and most relied on, should sympathise 


human chattels.—The loyal slaves States are to remain slave 


States, and the National Government wills! 


cruples, and loudly remonstrate ? What if God, 


■e kept iu subjection, crushed down and throttled, if 


o it that their “ his Providence, should permit the forces of Jeff. Davis 


r those of President Lincoln ? Or, what if. 


they attempt to assert their “inalienable rights.”—It is only aRei ' both the great belligerents, having well nigh annihi- 
the rebellious, Jeff. Davis States, that are to be given over to ' ated each other, should both sink down exhausted, crippled, 
the horrors of emancipation, and to the calamity of being de- aad helpless as infants, while hundreds of thousands of 
prived of the blessings of slavery ? stalwart colored men, fresh for the onset, with hearts burn- 

What a stroke of National policy have we here, for the de- ing for deliverance, having bided their time should start 
fence of “onr glorious Union” and the crushing out of rebell- up at God’s bidding, seconded by his right arm. and cloth- 
ion ! What a tempting bait to the 300.000 slaveholders, at ed with his thunder, and should walk over the course in 
the expense of four million slaves, and six or eight millions of the majesty of freemen? 

non-slaveholding whites, including the “free State” men, now Who knows what shall be ?-It will he as God pleases! 
under the harrow of the “border ruffians ?-These, with the “The race is not to the swiff, nor the battle to the strong, 
slaves, (three fourths of a million of whom are capable of neither yet bread to the wise. noAyet riches”-the sinews 
bearing arms) our prudent administration can afford to ignore 0 f war-“to men of understanding nor vet favorlo men of 


Who knows what Shall be?—It. will be as God pleases? 
“The race is not to the swift, nor,\ the battle to the strong, 
neither yet bread to the wise, nor\yet riches”—the sinews 
of war—“to men of understanding, n6r yet favor to men of 
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skill.'"—“Man also knoweih not his time, as the fishes that ) 
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in 
the snare, so are the sons of men snared, in an evil time, ! 
when it falleth suddenly upon them.’’ 

Let all whose loyalty and love of country is based on the 
impartial love of man and guided hy the love and fear of 
God, bestir themselves and utter, earnestly, to those around 
them, whatever of wisdom is within them. Let them lose 
no time in petitioning tlio Chief Magistrate to ‘proclaim lib¬ 
erty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants tbcre- 
of thus securing the military aid most needed, just where 
it is needed, and with it the approbation and the aid of the 
Supreme Ruler. 

Betas of tbc Jag. 

SATURDAY, 18tll. 

Gen. Butler has gone to Annapolis. He is still in com¬ 
mand of the Department of Annapolis, and has been pro¬ 
moted to the rank of Major-General. 

The Michigan regiment is expected this afternoon. 

Interruption of travel Westward by the Rebels, etc.— 
Wheeling, Thursday, May 16.—Passengers who have re 
turned hero this morning, who attempted to reach Balti¬ 
more by tho Baltimore anti Ohio Railroad, report that two 
culverts on the road, near Harper’s Ferry, have been blown 
up and tho rails removed. They were detained fourteen 
hours, and the troops numbered about three thousand. 
The rebel troops at that point were hourly expecting an at¬ 
tack. 

A full regiment, will be in camp at this point within a 
few days—all Union men. 

The Secessionists of old Virginia have been ordered to 
leave Wcllsburgh. 

The port of Charleston is now under blockade, the frigate 
Niagara being stationed there. Many vessels have been 
turned away, but a few have managed to enter. Other 
vessels will bo sont immediately, to render the blockade 
effective. 

Fugitive Slaves. A letter from a member of tho N. Y 
71st Regiment writes, under date of Washington Barracks, 
May 15. 

The guard on the bridge across the Anacostia, on Friday 
night, arrested a negro who atttempted to pass the sentries 
on the Maryland 6ide. He seemed to feel confident that he 
was among friends, for he made no concealment of his 
character and purpose. lie said he had walked sixty miles, 
and was going North. He was very much surprised and 
disappointed when he was taken into custody and informed 
that he would be sent back to his master. lie is now in 
the guard-house, and answers freely all questions relating 
to his weary march. Of course such uu arrest excites 
much comment among the men. Nearly all are restive, 
under the thought of acting as slavo-catchors. 

Baltimore, Thursday, May 16, 1861. I learn from a 
gentleman who left Washington this afternoon, that the 
Government have received, to-dav, direct and positive intel¬ 
ligence from their agents in the South, to the effect that the 
plans of the South for an attack on Washington wore now 
nearly matured, and that the attack would be made with an 
overwhelming force. 

In consequence of this intelligence a large additional 
force will be called to Washington at once. 

It is said also that Gen. Scott has ordered the immediate 
occupation of Arlington Hights by a powerful park of ar¬ 
tillery. 

J. C. Breckinridge. The rumor that J. C. Breckinridge 
had turned Unionist seems to have been premature. Maj. 
Anderson only spoke of it os a rumor that had reached 
him, but did not express a belief of its correctness. 

The Union men of Missouri are acting with great de¬ 
termination. In addition to the capture of the secession 
forces at Camp Jackson, a detachment of volunteers, under 
Captain Cole, surrounded the town of Potosi, where a band 
of secessionists were in possession. They were all taken, 
and the ring-leaders sent to St. Louis as prisoners of war. 
A company of rebel cavalry were also dispersed at De Soto 
by the same body of Union volunteers, and thirty horses 
captured. 

Ross Winans, the wealthy Baltimore Secessionist, who 
had been arrested for furnishing arms and a steamer, built 
by him for the rebels, is said to have been “honorably dis¬ 
charged !” The Tribune has another version of the affair. 

“It is said that he was only allowed to go free, on giving 
his word of honor to do no act hostile to the Government.' 

Oh the majesty of the slaveholder !—What non-rslavehold- 
er could have done what Ross Winans did. and get off so 
easily! 


Troops insulted in Baltimore. —Tho statement made by ! 
some, of the troops recently passing through Baltimore have I 
not been molested nor insulted, is incorrect. Ringgold’s j 
Artillery was grossly insulted nearly all the way through 
the streets, but no offensive attack was made upon them. 
The commanding officer restrained his men from inflicting : 
a deserved chastisement upon the insulting fellows who ' 
thronged the sidewalks. 

MONDAY, HO. 

War prospects. Our dispatches from Washington this 
morning indicate that the approaching battle will be post- 
poned for several days. The rebels at Harpers Ferry 
have withdrawn their forcos from tho Maryland side; Gen. 
Scott has ascertained from a messenger, dispatched for that , 
purpose, that no batteries have been erected at Arlington I 
Heights, opposite Washington, and that, except n picket 
guard of twenty men opposite Georgetown, there are no 
soldiers within a radius of five miles of the Heights. But 
the towns further south swarm with secession troops, and 
all tho indications point to a concentration of a large army 
in northern Virginia, for the purpose of either making an 
attack on Washington, or offering battle to the federal 
troops iu their apprehended march On Richmond. It is 
supposed that active operations will not commence until 
Jeff. Davis arrives to assume tho command iu person.— The 
World. 

The latest war news.— The war news this mornipg is not 
definite, but the movements foreshadowed are of great import 
ance. Large bodies of troops are rapidly concentrating at 
Fortress Monroe, where will be the headquarters of UeD. 
Butler, and whence at least one of the great expeditions plann¬ 
ed by the Government will set out. The establishment of 
tbc new Military Department of Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Tennessee creates a fresh excitement at Washington, and 
of course through out the country. The Massachusetts 5 th and 
8tb Regiments received orders yesterday to prepare for instant 
departure. They were in readiness for marching in half an 
hour It appears now that Gen. Wool is to find active ser¬ 
vice at some other point than Fortress Monroe; Gen. Butler 
is to have the chief command there. A letter from the Min¬ 
nesota states that she has mude captures of §300,000 worth of 
vessels and cargoes ; she is expecting that the Rebels will at¬ 
tempt to fortify Sc wall’s Point, in which case they will be 
forced to dealt, at once. A deserter from Harper’s Ferry de¬ 
clares that up to Thursday night the RebelB had there ouly 12 
pieces of cannon. They are continually committing depreda¬ 
tions on the property of private citizens in their vicinity, 
causing great alarm und much ill feeling. Reports from 
Richmond represent Gov. Letcher as being badly frightened, 
and as confident that the re will be no fighting ; if this^ predic¬ 
tion of bis means auytbing it means that rebels will withdraw 
from the contest; an act of prudence which they are probably 
hardly wise enough to perform. Spies are daily detected in 
Washington : they come from Virginia, under one pretext and 
another, observe the course of military preparation there, and 
then return, unmolested, with their information. Some rockets 
were seen on Saturday night from Baltimore, and a detach- 
meut of troops was sent out to learn from what place they 
came and for what cause they were discharged. VVheu the 
detachment reached Perryville, it was discovered that the 
rockets came from some point between that pluce and Belair, 
but nothing further is now known ; the soldiers, while there, 
arrested three men, suspected or being bridge-burners. Reports 
from Mississippi say that active military movements arc 
taking pluce to establish au efficient Home Guard for protec¬ 
tion against servile insurrections ; so it seems that the boasted 
confidence of the slave-owners is not thoroughly genuine. It 
is said that on Saturday a thousand Minie rifles fonud their 
way from the North to Harper’s Forry for the rebels. A 
traveler states that he last week passed 15,000 troop3 in Ten¬ 
nessee, on their way toward Virginia.— S’. Y. Tiibune. 

The offer of General Buller to put down a slave insurrec¬ 
tion iu Maryland will not be extended to the seceded States, 
which must be left to take care of their own servile popula¬ 
tion. The volunteers of the North have not enlisted in this 
war for Ihe purpose of suppressing slave insurrections in the 
rebel States, but for the preservation of the national Govern¬ 
ment.— Tribune. 


Persecution of Unionists in Missouri .—St Louis, Mo. 
May, 15—The Secessionists have been carrying on the driv- 
ng out process long enongh. To drive out a Union man 
s a guaranty of favor, at Jackson’s Court. All over this 
State, this work is being done. The fugitives are number¬ 
ing legions. Single men are attacked by armed bands and 
ordered to leave without bidding good bye to any one, no 
matter how nearly related and driven out, without the least 
opportunity to procure means enough to purchase a meal 
while on the road. The process is accompanied with a free 
use of the most blasphemous and insulting expressions. The 
powers that he not only tolerate all this, bat encourage iu 

The St. Louis Democrat says the Union men of St. Louis 
and vicinity may congratulate themselves on the crashing 
out of the Secession monster in their midst: but their 
friends in the interior are undoubtedly suffering the crud¬ 
est persecution. The following is the notice served upon 
all Union men in the neighborhood of Palmyra, Mo.: 

Sir : Yon are considered Hostile to the interests of this commu¬ 
nity, and yon are hereby notified to leave this state forever, by the 


8th day of May, 1861: and every minute yon remain thereafter will 
be at yonr peri!. 

Pone in Council of Southern Legion, this 30th day or April, 1861. 

Under this notice, accoiding to the Keokuk and Quincy 
papers, hundreds of good men, with their families have 
hurriedly left the State, sacrificing all their property, glad 
enough to get away with their lives. 

Wo received last evening the following dispatch : 

St A ( Bert. May 15, 1861. 

last evening Dr. A. Y. Gamer of Libeity Township, near 
Osage Bridge was arrested by orders, and sent to camp at Jeffer¬ 
son Oily to be tried by martial Inw, on charge of raising a Un¬ 
ion company The mounted forces are after several others of 
the same township on the same charge. 

We are permitted to make the following extract from 
a private letter received by one of our leading business 
houses: 

Booxviiae, May 13, 1861. 

The excitement is high here, nnd especially against the Ger¬ 
mans, on account of Boemetein's firing on the citizens. 

If we don't get United States military here soon, or all over 
the country, this State will sec an awful sight ; while, other¬ 
wise, all can be prevented anti the Unlou saved. There are all 
kinds of reports afloat about United States troops taking Jeffer¬ 
son City and burning bridges. It is said the Governor is pack¬ 
ing his papers and making ready to leave, as well as the Legis¬ 
lature. 

We received this morning thirteen wngon loads of powder from 
Jefferson City for our Guards. 

Our Mayor was shot In the shoulder last Saturday by a Seces¬ 
sionist, in a political controversy. Cannot say if he will recov- 


Secesswn outrages in Missouri.—How that State is to be 
driven out. —We were called on last evening, by a citi¬ 
zen of Missouri, who is on his way to Washington, as the 
representative of tho Union men of Northern und Middle 
Missouri, for the purpose of asking the Government for pro¬ 
tection. The gentleman is a farmor, and resides near Lex¬ 
ington in that State. lie is a slaveholder, and a strong ad¬ 
vocate of slavery, hut a firm Union man, and a citizen 
whoso intelligence and enterprise have given him a posi¬ 
tion of large local influence. 

He says the Secessionists of Missouri have been organi¬ 
zed for several months, in oath-bound societies throughout 
the State. They consist of the more reckless politicians, 
and tho rowdy class of citizens, but are largely iu the mi¬ 
nority in the State. They have, however, possession uf tho 
Stato Government, and of nil tho State arms. This fact 
enables them to carry on with a high band, and to bully 
and browbeat the orderly Union loviug-citizens of the State. 
To bis knowledge tho Governor of Missouri und the lend¬ 
ing Secessionists have been in constant communication with 
the Montgomery rebels, and have promised the secession 
of the State if furnished with arms. The arms received at 
St. Louis were tho first instalment from the South, and oth¬ 
er supplies are to bo received, overland. 

Ho states that a few days boforo he loft home a Union 
meeting was eallcd at Lexington. The Court House was 
filled with the orderly and best citizens of the town and vi¬ 
cinity. After the organization the stars and stripes wero 
brought iu, and received with enthusiastic ohcering. Dur¬ 
ing this interesting ceremony, and while a German citizen 
was waving the flag, a company of armed Secessionists 
jumped iu through tho windows, screaming like fiends, and 
discharging their firearms. The German who hold the flog 
was shot down, the notions ensign taken from him and tram¬ 
pled under foot. Heroically he regained the insulted ban¬ 
ner, pushed it into his bosom, and though immediately af¬ 
terward felled with slung-shot, retained possession of tho 
starry flag. The people, unarmed, and not expecting inter¬ 
ference with their peaceful assemblage, fled from the Court- 
House iu dismay. Siuee that, a perfect reign of terror ex¬ 
ists throughout tho whole neighborhood. Bands of urmed 
Secessionists visit the houses of Union men, order them to 
leave the State, and rob them at optiou. Many have sent 
their plate and valuables out of the country; or, unable to 
do this, buried them for safe keeping. 

This state of tilings continued until the seizure of tho se¬ 
cession camp at St. Louis. That turned the tables some¬ 
what. The secessionists, who have but few arms beside re¬ 
volvers and bowie-knives, became alarmed at the rumor 
that a thousand Federal troops were on their way to Jeffer¬ 
son City, the Capital of the State. Our informant states 
that, had the rumor been true, no more would have been 
heard of Secession in Missouri A thousand troops could 
have scattered the Secessionists and the Union men would 
have rallied with alacrity to the support of the banner of 
the Union. The rumor frightened nobody worse than the 
Governor. Oa that point our informant, who was then In 
Jefferson City, speaks from actual observation. Gov. Jack- 
son positively trembled, so great was his fright He knew 
he was guilty of treason, and that it would not be good for • 
him at present to fall into the hands of the Government. 

The Legislature was hurriedly assembled at midnight. Gov 
Jackson rushed wildlv into the Senate, and threw hfrnseU un¬ 
der its protection. The greatest excitement prevailed in both 
houses. The cooler leaders of the Secession movement took 
advantage of the excitement to press through the various mens- 
urcs looking to Secession which, from their obnoxious character 
had met with strong opposition. Before daylight the military’ 
and similar bills oi usurpation were passed. ' Under these laws 
the Governor can not only demand the service of everv citizen 
for the State, but by proclamation forbid their service under 
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the United States. In defiance of the Constitution of the State, 
the Governor was authorized to use funds set apart for educa¬ 
tional and other purposes, in procuring arms. Should these 
arms be purchased and taken into the State, none but Secession¬ 
ists will get hold of them. 

When our informant left Northern Missouri, a Secession en¬ 
campment was to be formed at Georgetown, under Gen. Clarke. 
Military companies to the number of 1,600 men had been or¬ 
dered to rendervous there,.expecting to get arms from St. Louis. 

Another encampment was ordered at liberty, where some 
two dozen pieces of artillery belonging to the State were for¬ 
warded, and also one hundred breach-loading muskets, forci¬ 
bly taken from a warehouse in Kansas City. These movements 
are intended to overawe the Union citizens of that portion of 
the State. 

Our informant says that he himself, heard Gov. Jackson say, 
on the 11th of December, that Missouri must he forced out of 
the Union,—that he and others were pledged to it, and it must 
be done. He is as great and wicked a traitor as Cobb or Floyd. 

On his way here, the gentleman had an interview, at St. 
Louis, with Gen. Harney. He is making haste to Washington, 
to persuade the Government to send one or two regiments into 
Northern Missouri, escorting arms for Union men: All they 
want is arms, and a trustworthy force to rally around. He 
says he is willing to sacrifice everything he owns, negroes aDd 
all, for the Stars and Stripes, and thousands of other Missouri¬ 
ans arc just like him. 

The Dominican Phi. —2b the editor of the N. 7. Tribune. — Sib : 
Some weeks ago I sent you a communication explanatory of the 
Spanish movement in St. Domingo. It was predicated on cor¬ 
rect knowledge of the previous intrigues of Santana, and on 
the conduct of the Spanish Crown, toward him. Twice he had 
offered to exchange the liberties of his people for a cross of 
honor and a title; twice his advances had been decisively re¬ 
pulsed—hut, in supposing that they would again be similarly 
treated, I find that I have erred. Spain hoe this time accepted his 
proposals, provided that, no powerful tuitions protest against the Spanish 
occupation. 

I am asked, why does not England or France protest ? I do 
not know. Policy often causes nations to tolerate crimes which 
they detest. Officers of the Haytian Government assured me 
that France and England would not permit such an act as the 
Spanish occupation of St. Domingo; but as I see no notice of 
any action on their part against Spain, I fear that I have been 
misinformed. 

Why should not the United States at once protest, in a tone 
that will send a cold shudder through every chamber of the 
Palace of Madrid? We were afraid, not long since, that by 
losing Fort Pickens the Confederate Felons would command the 
Gnlf. Bnt a greater danger now threatens us. Should Spain 
declare a war against Hayti—by making a quarrel, for exam¬ 
ple, about the boundary .question,—and seize the Mole St. 
Nicholas, she would soon hold at her mercy our entire commerce with 
California and the Isthmus. Shall we permit this blood-thirsty, 
putrid power to beard us in this fashion ? Shall the only slave¬ 
holding country in Europe dare thus to insult us, at a time 
when our slaveholders are arrayed in insurrection ? 

The Monroe doctrine should at once he enforced, or it may 
soon be too late. The nation that lost Gibraltar in the Old 
World, may soon have another Gibraltar in the New World. 
Look at the map, and see how we would be situated with Spain 
as the mistress of Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Mole St. Nicholas. 
It will not he lost time for our shippers and merchants to stu¬ 
dy the chart of the West Indies from this point of view. 

Let us, now that oar hands are in, make a clean thing of this 
slaveholding impertinence, and be done with it forever. 

Let us tell Spain to keep her hands off from the Dominican 
Republic, unless she wishes to see brawny arms around the 
neck of beautiful Cuba. We need Cuba, Hayti, and Porto Ri¬ 
co, as the future England, Scotland and Ireland of our colored 
races : and it would be doing no more than justice to them for 
the long centuries of wrong we have perpetrated, to seize from 
the exterminator of the Aborigines and the introducer of Af¬ 
rican Slavery into America, her sole remaining trans-atlantic 
possessions, and present them as a free gift to the races whom 
she was the first to rob of their lands and their rights. 

Yon may have noticed that Done of the John Brown men— 
notwithstanding all rumors to the .contrary—have taken any 
partin the military movements in the North. Nor win they. 
Bnt if the Government wishes to employ them in Chiba, I do not 
hesitate to say that it has only to authorize them to prepare, 
and they will be in readiness to sail. Respectfully, 

Boston, May 18, 1861, . .James Rbdpath. 

Baptists at the South. —The Rev. Dr. Fuller, of Baltimore, 
who made himself conspicuous, three or four weeks ago, as a 
member of that Committee of Young Christians who waited 
upon Mr. Lincoln, to request that the Government of the Uni¬ 
ted States would reconsider its conduct, and consent to a quiet 
submission to the Sovereign State of Maryland, has transferred 
his labors to another quarterv here, if not more efficient, they 
will be better appreciated. He turns up at Savannah, in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, ag an undisguised soldier of Se¬ 


cession, and chairman of the Committee on the state of the 
country. In this capacity he has presented a report to that 
body, which met with universal approbation, every member ris¬ 
ing to his feet, to signify how hearty that approbation was. 

The action of the Southern Baptist Association, was as tol- 

1 'Resolved, That the lawless reign of terror at the North, the 
violence committed upon unoffending ertizens ; above all, the 
threats to wage upon the South a warfare of savage barbarity, 
to devastate our homes and hearths with hosts of ruffians and 
felons, burning with luet and rapine, ought to excite the hor¬ 
ror of all civilized people. God forbid that we should so far 
forget the spirit of Jesus, as to suffer malice and vindictiveness 
to insinuate themselves into our hearts; but every principle of 
religion, of patriotism, aod of humanity, calls upon us tolpledge 
our fortunes and lives in the good work of repelling an inva¬ 
sion designed to destroy whatever is dear .in our heroic tradi¬ 
tions, whatever is sweet in our domestic hopes and enjoyments, . 
whatever is essential to our institutions and our very manhood 
whatever is worth living or dying for.” 

“ Resolved, We do recommend to the Churches of the Baptist | 
Denomination in the Southern States to observe the first and 
second days of June as days of humiliation, fasting, and prayer 
to Almighty God, that he may avert any calamities due to our 
sins as a people, and may look with mercy and favor upon us.” 

TUESDAY 21st, 

Prospects of a Foreign War. —“Occasional,” writing to the 
Philadelphia Press from Washington, says— 

“ That later news from Europe leads the Administration to 
anticipated a less cordial support by England and France of the 
policy adopted.towards the seceeded states than was looked for 
a few days ago. Should these two great Powers attempt to 
treat the Davis piracy as a Government, to disregard the pro¬ 
test of the Administration, and to force the blockade, the war 
will extend from the New World to the Old. In such an event we 
shall have a clean open field, on a clean open issue. It will be 
the battle of every element of slavery against every element of 
liberty. The end would pe reached through bloodshed, but the 
victory would be with the right. 

The preparation of the Administration for a long and com- I 
prehensive campaign, though secretly made, are stupendous. 
Up to this moment they are not bassed upon the contingency 
of a war with foreign countries; but the spirit of the people 
will sustain any expenditure that may be deemed necessary to 
vindicate the Government against Europe as well as domestic 

The Washington Intelligencer interprets the recent acknowledg¬ 
ment by the English Government of the belligerent rights of 
the seceded states, as meaning that the Confederate pirates will 
be entitled to carry their prizes into British harbors.— N. 7. 
Sun. 

The N. Y. Evening Post understands that, although the 
British Government will not, itself, treat the Confederate 
privateers as pirates, it will forbid its subjects to join with 
or assist them, and will not allow their prizes to be carried 
into British ports; all which, says the Post, is strictly in 
accordance with the rights of neutrals, by the laws of na- 

Thc ship Argo, from Richmond, arrived here yesterday with a 
valuable cargo of tobacco, a prize to the United States.— N. 7. 
Tiibune. 

The Governor of Kentucky has issued a proclamation forbid¬ 
ding the Movement of Federal or Rebel troops on the soil of 
his State. 

The progress of the war. Sewell's point, at the entrance 
of Hampton Roads, and opposite to Fortress Monroe. I which 
commands the navigation from Chesapeake Bay to Norfolk 
and Richmond, Ya.,] has been occupied by rebels who have 
been, for some time past, engaged in putting up offensive 
works. On Saturday afternoon the steamer Star discover¬ 
ed a battery at Sewell’s point, mounting two guns. The 
Star opened fire and soon silenced one gun. Shortly after, 
the Thomas Freeborn, Capt. Cash, came on the ground and 
being of lighter draught, at once upset the remaining gun. 
The same vessel, seeing a knot of Secessionists standing to¬ 
gether near the dismounted battery, threw a shot into the 
group, the members of which scattered speedily. The en¬ 
gagement occupied three hours and more, at the end of 
which time the offensive work was thoroughly demolished. 

Schooners captured. —On Sunday night the Thomas Free, 
born, cruising in the Potomac, captured two suspicious schoon¬ 
ers, one of which contained thirty iebei-. The prizes and prison 
ners were taken to the Navy-Yard. 

Important news comes from another point On Sunday a body 
of 1,000 Virginians and South Carolinians from Harper's Ferry 
took a position on the Virginia side, opposite Williamsport, a 
! town about seven miles from Hagerstown, Md. They there 
J were in a situation to command the ferry at that spot, and 
were expecting on Monday to he joined by another body of 
| nine thomand men with cannon. 


Gen. Butler, it is understood, has orders to proceed at once to 
active movements forward into Virginia, and will directly re¬ 
move the obstructions in Norfolk Harbor. 

Gov. Letcher has met with a loss. He had caused to be made 
for his particular study accurate military maps of Virginia. 
These having been finished at Washington, weTe on their way 
to the Governor when they were seized by order of the War 
Department. 

Mississippi troops. We have two reports of Mississippi troops, 
which may refer to only one movement. It is said that on 
Sunday 1,100 of them left Richmond, under Capt. Barksdale, 
for Harper's Ferry. Also, that 2,000 Mississippians reached 
Harper’s Ferry on Sunday. It is reported that the smallpox 
has broken out at the latter place. 

From Texas, we learn that fears are entertained of an attack 
upon the hanks of the Rio Grande by Cortina. It is said that 
, he is moving with a large force up the river, and that he re¬ 
ceives large accessions. 

Seizure of the Telegraph. Yesterday, by a bold stroke, the 
Government obtained possession of most invaluable document¬ 
ary evidence against the sympathizers with treason in the 
North. At a given hour, the officers of the war swooped down 
'upon every considerable telegraph office in the Free States, and 
seized the accumulated (manuscript dispatches of a twelve- 
month. The result is that the Govemmoiit can now trace the 
secret operations of the Rebels and their aiders and abettors, 
and henceforth hold the Northern enemies of the Republic at 
its mercy.— Tribune. 

Union men in Virginia. — Their Policy. —“It is not to attempt 
to divide the State, but to treat the ,action of the Richmond 
Convention, and of Gov. Letcher and his subordinates, as 
equivalent to a seditious abdication on the part of the State 
authorities, and thereupon to Organize a Provisional Govern¬ 
ment which shall proceed to perform its duties in the name of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia.”-— Tribune. 

Spain — San Domingo.— According to the latest nows, the Gov¬ 
ernment has not yet entered into arrangements for the gov¬ 
ernment of San Domingo, but it is announced that slavery 
| will not he introduced. 

Col. Vosburgh, of the 71st N. Y. Regiment, died at Wash¬ 
ington, of hemorrage of the lungs, and his remains were 6ent 
home for interment. 

The 7th Regiment is expected to return in a few days, 
when their term of enlistment will have expired. 

The 14th is reported to have been ordered to Harper’s 
ferry. 

Lord John Russell to recognize the Rebel letters of Marque.—From 
the Boston Evening Transcript, Mag 19.—The foreign papers re¬ 
ceived this morning by the steamer Parana, give a more com¬ 
plete report than that sent by telegraph, of the debate in Par¬ 
liament o.i American affairs. Lord John Russell is reported to 
have taid : “As to the letters of Marque, there was a prece¬ 
dent in the case of Greece when it separated from Turkey. 
The right of that country to issue letters qf marque was allowed, and the 
■law officers of the Crown, who had been consulted, had declared that 
such a right would belong to the SouOiem Confederacy .” 

This is a very important state&ent, but it may only mean 
that Great Britain will not, like the United States, regard the 
Southern privateers as pirates. Pirates being the enemies of 
all civilized powers, every nation is bound actively to assist in 
their destruction. Great Britain declines to take this ground ; 
yet she may none the less refuse to allow her ports to bt used by South¬ 
ern privateers, and her Courts to adjudicate on prizes. Meanwhile 
The London Times says there are letters of marque in London. 

This is not an acknowledgment, in form, of the Confed¬ 
erate States, but is undeniably, an important step in that di¬ 
rection. If not speedily put down, (as they may easily be, 
with the help of the slaves) w.e see no reason to doubt that 
they will he recognized, unless the religious abolition senti¬ 
ment of the British people interposes strongly against it. 
The labors of Dr. Cheever, we repeat it, are of the utmost 
national importance, at this crisis, and may turn the scale 
of peace or war with Great Britain. 

Traitors m the Treasury. Mr. Chase has been urged to swear 
in the Treasury employees, but, for various reasons, has not 
done so until to-day, when twenty refused to take the oath. 
Til- ? were at once discharged. 

We should like to see a similar purgation of the Navy, if 
j it has not been made. 

I Seizure of a Powder Sloop. At seven o'clock this morning 
the Harbor Police boat No. 6, Coxswain Ntsmitb, discovered 
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the sloop Times in the North Eiver, deeply laden and looking 
very suspicions. Upon boarding her she was found to have one 
hundred and fifty kegs of powder snngly stowed. The parties 
having the sloop in charge were arrested and sent to the sta¬ 
tion-house for examination, while the vessel remains in the 
keeping of the police— N. T. Pott. 

[From the Cincinnati (0.) Gazette, May 18.] 

The Reign of Tenor in the South. Northerners flogged, thol and 
hung in Mississippi—Mustering and movement of rebel-troops. 

Nearly every day some fresh arrivals of refugees from the vio¬ 
lence and ferocity of the New Dahomey bring to this city fresh 
and corroborative proofs of the condition of affairs in the rebel 
states. Many of these have come thence at the peril of their 
lives, and to avoid threatened death, have taken a hurried 
journey surrounded by thick danger from the madmen who 
now fill the South with deeds of violence and bloodshed. 

The people in that section seem to have been given up to a 
madness that is without parallel in the history of civilization 
—we had almost written barbarism. They are cut off from 
the news from the North, purposely blinded by their leaders an 
to the movements and real power of the government, and in 
their local presses receive and swallow the most outrageous 
falsehoods and misstatements. 

Yesterday one William Silliman, a person of intelligence and 
reliability, reached this city, returning fvem a year’s residence 
in Southern Mississippi. He was one of a party who, in I860, 
went from this city and engaged in the construction of the Mo¬ 
bile and Ohio Bailroad. 

Mr. Silliman for several months past has lived in Cupola, 
Itawamba county, onp of the lower tier of counties, two hun¬ 
dred miles from New Orleans, and one hundred and sixty 
miles from Mobile. He says a more blood-thirsty communi¬ 
ty it would be difficult to conceive. Perfect terrorism prevails, 
and the wildest outrages are enacted openjy by the rebels, who 
visit with violence all suspected of loyalty, or withholding full 
‘adherance to the kingdom of Jeff. Davis. CouM the full histo¬ 
ry of these outrages be written, and that truthfully, many and 
most of its features, would be incredible and monstrous,belong¬ 
ing to another age, and certainly to another county than our 
own. 

The party who is suspected of hostility, or even light sympa. 
thy, with the rebellion, isat once seized. Ho is f dunute if he 
is allowed to leave in a given time, without fi gging. He is 
still fortunate, if only a flogging is added the order to de¬ 
part. Many have been hung or shot on .the spot. Mr. Silli- 
man details five instances of the latter, as having occurred 
among the amiable people of Itawu i.liu county, within the past 
ten weeks, of several of which he was the eyewitness, a ruob 
wreaking their vengence upon Hi i. vl li.es under the approv¬ 
al of local authorities. These five men were northerners, at 
different times assailed by the icb. Is. Three of them were 
strangers to all about them. 

On Saturday of last week, a man was hung atGuntown, who 
refused to join the rebel army, and also refused to leave. He 
was taken to a tree in the outskirts of the village, and left 
hanging to a limb. He had a family in the place. Gimtewn 
is ten miles from Cupola. The same day at Saltillo a man was 
hung under very similar circumstances, and still another at 
Yonona, where a traveller was seized in passing through the 
place. All these towns are within twenty miles eircuit of Cu¬ 
pola, where Mr. Silliman resided. He says that he can recall 
twelve instances of killing, whipping and other outrages thus 
visited upon the victims of the rebels in that vicinity, within 
the past two months. Many have been waiting in the hope 
that the storm would “blow over,” hut have one after the 
other been forced to submit or seek safety in flight. 

WmiESDAV, 3*. 

Seizure of arms at Baltimore.—Baltimore, 21.—This af¬ 
ternoon, two companies, numbering 120 muskets, from the 
Philadelphia camp, proceeded to an unoccupied house, near 
Green Mount Cemetery, and seized a large quantity of 
goods stored there, comprising 1,500 muskets, the boxes 
marked “Virginia muskets,” and 34 boxes containing 4,000 
pikes. The arms had been in custody of the City authori¬ 
ties. 

The Army. —No army movements of special importance 
are reported as having taken place at the Capitol. At the 
Relay House, on Monday night, the outposts, consisting of 
detachments of the Massachusetts Sixth, were fired npon, 
hut with no effect. They immediately rallied, and made a 
search for their assailants, who, however, being horsemen, 
succeed in making their escape. We have no definite news 
relative to the movements of the secession troops in Virgin¬ 
ia, further than that they continue to make incursions across 
the Potomac into Maryland for purposes of plunder. Gen. 
Butler has not yet left for his post at Fortress Monroe.— 
Times. 

The news from Washington and Virginia this morning, (says The 
Tribune), is not of a startling character. It is clearly the inten¬ 
tion of Gen. Scott to proceed with sure steps, avoiding the risk 
'Of being compelled to retrace his way. Aggressive measures 
will not be taken, till they can he so taken that there shall be 


no necessity of going twice over the same ground. Meanwhile 
the North is gaining strength, and the South increasing in 
weakness, pinched in basket and store. If Jeff. Davis becomes 
impatient of a delay on our part, which injures him more than 
several pitched battles, he may push on and make an attack- 
If this is done, the responsibility will be on his own head. 
Such seems to he the tenor and tone of the word from Wash¬ 
ington this morning. 

Those who have, within a day or two, visited Alexandria, say 
that the town seems like a deserted village. Four or five 
thousand people have left Alexandria since the commence 
mentof the present troubles. There were perhaps six com¬ 
panies of soIdieTS there, numbering at the outside 500 men. 
The Pawnee is lying close at hand, in an attitude quite dis¬ 
couraging to traitors. 

A Virginian, lately arrived in Washington, says that there 
are in the State from 50,000 to 85,000 armed men. He thinks 
that Jeff. Davis intends to push on to Pennsylvania. Gov. 
Letcher is calling on the soldiers to vote for the Ordnance of 
Secession at the approaching election, and it is said the voters 
in some districts will be forced to declare their votes openly, so 
that the Union men can be compelled to leave the State. 

Persons who have recently pasted through the Sonth, north¬ 
ward, say that they received some annoyance, though none of 
a very serious kind. Soldiers were everywhere in motion to¬ 
ward Virginia, all eager for fight. 

It is said that 1,000 men left Harper's Ferry on Monday, for 
Grafton, Va., to resist passage of Federal troops to Wheeling. 

The New York 2d Regiment passed through Baltimore yes¬ 
terday, receiving many attentions, and being cheered at vari¬ 
ous points of the route. 

The ship Gen. Parkbill, of Liverpool, on the way to Charles¬ 
ton, 8. C., was captured on the 18th by the Niagara. She was 
supposed to have amnunition and arms concealed beneath a 
load of salt, though her captain declared that he was innocent 
of any evil intent. 

The valuable services of Floyd have been secured by the reb. 
els, who have made him a General. They must look sharply 
after their arms, unless the ex Secretary has tamed his pro¬ 
pensities since he ran away from the United States Govem- 

It is stated that the rebels have established a blockade at 
Memphis, prohibiting the passage of all outward bound boats. 

A reconoiterlng party from Chamberaburg, yesterday visited 
the rebel camp. They saw 300 troops ten miles from Harper's 
Ferry, and 700 at Williamsport. It is believed that they in¬ 
tend a forward movement soon. 

Gov. Ellis of North Carolina, has telegraphed to Jeff. Davis, 
that his State has passed an act of secession by a unanimous 
vote. 

THURSDAY, 33. 

The war polity. —The tone of our'dispatches from Wash¬ 
ington is not actively belligerent It is stated more distinct¬ 
ly and authoritatively than before, that it is not the inten¬ 
tion of the Government to make any important forward 
movement by land into the South for some time yet— Tri¬ 
bune. 

Voting in Virginia. —Senator Mason, in a letter to the 
Winchester Virginian, distinctly says: “If it he asked, what 
are those to do, who in their consciences, cannot vote to sep¬ 
arate Virginia from the United States—the answer is sim¬ 
ple and plain—honor, and duty alike require, that they 
Bhould not vote on the question—if they retain such opinions, 
they must leave the State.— lb. 

This reminds us of4n incident of French history. When 
the troops were called upon to vote on the question, “shall 
Napoleon Buonaparte be first consul for life V’ The mil¬ 
itary order ran thus: •‘There is to be no nterference with 
the right of free voting; bat if any soldier votes against 
General Bnonparte, he will be immediately shot.” 

France, England, and Secession. —On the 24th of April 
last, Secretary Seward sent instructions to our Ministers in 
Earope to notify the parties to the Treaty of Paris that the 
United States Government had accepted the first point of 
the Treaty, which abolishes privateering. This will prove 
an effectual bar to all the schemes of the Jeff. Davis govern¬ 
ment in that direction. The acceptance of this point makes 
the U. S. government a party to the entire treaty, the fourth 
point of which recognizes all blockades which are made ef¬ 
fectual,—so that no interference can take place in our block¬ 
ade of Southern ports, provided we enforce it with a suffi¬ 
cient number of vessels. We received intelligence by the 
Persia, also, that the efforts of the rebel agents in Europe, 
who have been sent over for arms, have been entirely un¬ 
successful. They had fonnd it impossible to obtain any¬ 
thing whatever upon the securities offered by them.— Times. 


Th* Northern Roms for Cotton.— The Mayor of Memphis 
has addressed a note to a firm of cotton brokers, assuring them 
that the people of that city have no thought of interfering 
with the transmission of cotton by any route to market, bat by 
whomsoever owned or purchased, or whatever the direction it 
might take, the rights and interests of all parties, both North 
and South, would b* scrupulously respected, and that “a Com¬ 
mittee of Safety" has been appointed to prevent the interfer¬ 
ence of any lawless individuals or combinations. Assuming 
such a determination to express the feelings of the producers of 
cotton throughout the Sonth, we take it that what a people 
are careful to produce, they will eagerly sell, we shall have no 
lack of cotton offered to us to send to market over onr inter¬ 
ior routes, on the blockade of Southern ports. The question is 
narrowed to the point, whether wc will allow its exportation 
through any rente, not that it will not be raised and offered 
for sale. Consumers in England and elsewhere should lose no 
time in ascertaining the viows of onr Government upon this 
important matter.—76. 

Washington May 22. — Gen B. B. Butler, just before leaving 
this city for Fort Monroe, told a Senator that he would be in 
Richmond within a few days. Snch a remark was certainly in¬ 
discreet on the part of a military officer, but, being public, the 
Times is entitled to the benefit of it.—75. 

It stone that North Carolina positively seceded jon Monday. A 
dispatch from Raleigh to Richmond says so. 

FRIDAY 34th. 

“ Arlington Heights are to be occupied" once more ! The old 
news over again. Gen. Butler has arrived at Fort Monroe. Gen. 
Sanford is to command the New York troops at Washington. 
The Batteries at Sewell's Point, have again been shelled by a war 
vessel, the Star. Harper's Ferry is now said to be “occupied 
with 15,000 well scleeted troops, amply provided,” instead of 
the small, unarmed, disorganized, ill-fed rabble, before report¬ 
ed. Georgia troops are driving whole families, in multitudes, 
women and children, from Virginia. Provisions scarce. Slave 
insurrections expected. 

Jfaiitilg Utkelhmg. 

A SHADOW. 

What lack the valleys and mountains 
That once were green and gay ? 

What lack the babbling fountains ? 

Their voice is sad to-day. 

Only the sound of a voice, 

Tender and sweet and low, 

That made the earth rejoice, 

A year ago! 

What lack the tender flowers ? 

A shadow is on the sun: 

What lack the merry hours, 

That I long that they were done T 
Only two smiling eyes, 

That told of joy and mirth; 

They are shining in the skies, 

I mourn on earth ! 

What lacks my heart, that makes it 
So weary and fall of pain, 

That trembling Hope forsakes it. 

Never to come again ? 

Only another heart, 

Tender and all mine own. 

In the still grave it lies, 

I weep alone! 

TH£ DAY OF THE LABORER. 

A spade! a rake ! a hoe, 

A pickaxe, or a bill! 

A hook to reap, or a scythe to mow, 

A flail, or what you will— 

And here's a ready hand 
To ply the needful tool. 

And skill'd enough, by lessons rough 
In labor’s rugged school. 

Aye, only give me work. 

And then yon need not fear 
That I shall snare his Worship's hare. 

Or kill his Grace's deer; 

Break into his Lordship’s house 
To steal tbe plate so rich; 

Or leave the yeoman that had a purse 
To welter in a ditch. 

Wherever Nature needs. 

Wherever Labor calls, , 

No job i’ll shirk, of the hardest work, 

To shun the work-house walls. 
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THE PEINCIPIA. 


My only claim is this. 

With labor stiff and stark, 

By lawful tarn my living to earn. 

Between the light and dark. 

Nor parish money, or loaf, 

No pauper badges for me. 

A son of the soil, by right of toil 
Entitled to my fee. 

No alms I ask ; give me my task : 

Here are the arms, the leg, 

The strength, the sinews of a man, 

To work, and not to beg. 

Still one of Adam's heirs, 

Though doom’d by chance of birth 
To dress so mean, and to eat the lean, 

Instead of the fat of the earth ; 

To make such humble meals 
As honest labor can, 

A bone and a crust, with a grace to God, 

And little thanks to man. 

WHAT MAKES THINGS MUSICAL. 

“ The Sun!” said the Forest. “In the night I am still and 
voiceless. A weight of silence lies upon my heart. If yon 
pass through me, the sonnd of your own footstep echoes fear¬ 
fully like the footfall of a ghost. If you speak, to break the 
spell, the silence closes in on your words like the ocean on a 
pebble yon throw into it. The wind sighs far off among the 
branches, as if he were hushing his breath to listen. If a 
little bird chirps uneasily in its nest, it is silenced before you 
can find out whence the sound came. But the dawn breaks. 
Before a gray streak can be seen, my trees feel it, and quiver 
through every old trunk and tiny twig, with joy ; my birds feel 
it, and stir drowsily in their nests, as if they were just mur¬ 
muring to each other, “ How comfortable we are!’’ Then 
the wind awakes, and tunes my trees for the concert, striking 
his hand across one and another, until all their varied har¬ 
monies are astir; the soft, liquid rustlings of my oaks and 
beeches make the the rich treble to the deep plaintive tones of 
my pines. Then my ehrly birds awake, one by one, and answer 
each other in sweet responses, until the sun rises, and the whole 
joyous chorous bursts into song to the organ and flute accom¬ 
paniments of my evergreens and summer leaves; and in the 
pauses, countless happy insects chirp, and buzz, and whirl with 
contented murmuring among my ferns and flower-bells.—The 
sun makes me musical, said the forest. 

WHAT MAKES THINGS MUSICAL. 

“ Storms!” said the Sea. “In calm whether I lie still and 
sleep, or now and then, say a few quiet words to the beaches 
I ripple on, or the boats which glide through my waters. But 
in the tempest you learn what my voice is, when all my slum¬ 
bering powers awake, and I thunder through the caverns, and 
rush with all my battle-music on the rocks, whilst, between 
the grand artillery of my breakers, the wind peals its wild 
trumpet-tones, and the waters rush back to my breast from 
the cliffs they have scaled, in torrents and cascades, like the 
voices of a thousand rivers. My music is battle music. 
Storms make me musical, said the sea. 

WHAT MAKESTHINGS MUSICAL. 

“ Suffering 1” said the Harp -strings. We were dull heaps 
of silver and copper-ore in the mines; and no silence on the 
living, sunny earth is like the blank of voiceless ages in those 
dead and sunless depths. But, since then, we have passed 
throngh many fires. The hidden earth-fires undernertb the 
mountains first moulded us, millenniums since, to ore; and 
then, in these last years, human hands have finished the 
training which makes us what we are. We have been 
smelted in furnaces heated seven times, till all our dross 
was gone; and then we have been drawn out on the rock, and 
hammered and fused, and, at last, stretched on these wooden 
frames, and drawn tighter and tighter, until we wonder at | 
ourselves, and at the gentle band which strikes such rich and 
wondrons chords and melodies from us—from us, who were 
once silent lumps of ore in the silent mines. Fires and blows, 
have done it for us. Suffering has made us musical, said the 
Harps-string.— Black Ship. 

GENIUS AND LABOR. 

Alexander Hamilton once said to an intimate friend: 
“Men give me some credit for genius. All the genius I have 
lies just in this: When I have a subject in hand, I study it 
profoundly. Day and night it is before me. I explore it in 
all its bearings. My mind becomes pervaded with it. Then 


the effort which I make, the people are pleased to call the 
fruit of genius. It is the fruit of labor and thought. '’ 

Mr. Webster once replied to a gentleman who pressed him 
to speak on a snbjeet of great importance: 

“The subject interests me deeply, but I have not time. 
There, sir,” pointing to a huge pile of letters on the table, “is 
a pile of unanswered letters to which I most reply before the 
close of the session (which was then three days off). I have 
no time to master the subject, so as to do it justice.” 

“ But, Mr. Webster, a few words from you would do much 
to awaken public attention to it.” 

“ If there be so much weight in my words as yon represent, 
it is because I do not allow myself to speak on any subject, 
until my mind is imbued with it.” 

Demosthenes was once nrged to speak on a great and sud¬ 
den emergency. “I am not prepared,” said he, and obstinately 
refased. 

The law of labor is equally binding on genius and mediocri¬ 
ty.— Life Illustrated. 

NATURE’S ALPHABET, 

Nature’s alphabet is made up of only four letters—wood, 
water, rock, and soil; yet with these four letters she forms 
such wonderful compositions, such infinite combinations, as no 
language of twenty-four letters can describe. Nature never 
grows old; she has no provincialism. The lark carols the 
same song, in the same key, as when Adam turned his delighted 
ear to catch the strain ; the owl still hoots a B flat, yet loves 
the note, and screams through no other octave ; the stormy 
petrel is as much delighted to sport among the first waves of 
the Indian Ocean as in the earliest times ; birds that lived on 
flies laid bluish eggs, when Isaac went out into the fields at 
eventide, as they will two thousand yeare hence, if the world 
does not break her harness from the orb of day. The sun is 
as bright as when Lot entered the city of Zoar. The diamond 
and the onyx, and the topaz of Ethiopia are still as splendid, 
and the vulture’s eye is as fierce as when Job took up his 
parable. In short, nature’s pendulum has never altered its 

strokes. ■ _ 

MODESTY. 

Behold the daughter of innocence!—how beautiful is the 
mildness of her countenance;—how-lovely is the diffidence of 
her looks! 

Her check is dyed with the deep crimson of the rose ; her 
eye is placid and serene, and the gentleness of her speech is 
as the melting softness of the flute. 

Her smiles are as the enlivening rays of the sun, the beauty 
of her presence, as the-silver light of the moon. 

Her attire is simple : her feet tread with caution, and she 
feareth to give offence. 

“Her bloom was like the blooming flower, 

That sips the early dew” —Golden Rule. 

JACK SPRUCE. 

The Neat Boy. 

Jack Spruce was a neat boy. He had a brush for his 
clothes, and kept them clean and nice. He would not run out 
into the mud, and thus splash his legs and wet his feet, nor 
did he kick up the dust and when became in, he would rub 
bis feet on the mat, and hapg his bat upon his own hook. No 
one saw him with dirt on his hands, nor with a rough head of 
hair, so he was at all times fit to be seen. He did not tear his 
book or blot it, or ink his bauds at school.— Golden Rule. 

PITT THE POOR SLAVES. 

How can any one read a story like the following, and not 
feel his heart going out in pity for the poor slaves ? 

“ Among the rescued from the slave barque Wildfire, at 
Key West, is a middle aged woman and three children. She 
seemed quiet and subdued is manner, and excited no special 
attention other than that she had a part of her family with 
her. Her great’hope was to meet the others, from whom fate 
had separated her. 

“On the landing of the William’s cargo, she, with others of 
the first arrival, peeped through the fence which separated 
the new comers from the old. Quick maternal instinct dis¬ 
covered one, two, three, and four among the crowd, whom she 
claimed as her daughters. She gave vent to her joy in the 
lond language of song, and the children, hearing the familiar 
air of home, caught sight of the singer, in whom they found 
their lost mother. The meeting was one of tnmultnous joy, 


—shouts rose from three hundred voices for the gladness of a 
simple mother, and with her four daughters entwined in each 
other’s arms, the mother took them with her, to meet the long 
separated, of whose fate each party was in utter ignor- 

We should remember that parents and children are separa¬ 
ted every day by the cruelties of slavery, never more to meet 
on earth. And such separations are just as wicked and cruel 
as it would be for the same men to come and separate you 
and your parents, and sell yon into all the horrors of bondage ? 
Will you not pity the poor slaves, and pray that the wail of 
sorrow may enter the ear of the~God of the oppressed, and 
that he may hasten the time of their deliverance l—Well 


A correspondent of an English paper states that in Calcutta, 
at the Governor-General’s ball, a lady appeared in a dresB 
which had the appearance of being on fire. In countless 
diminutive bags of ganze she had imprisoned fire flies, and 
these tacked on to her dress, far outshone the diamonds of 
Oriental ladies. As she walked in the more dimly lighted 
alleys of the gardens and grounds, she is said to have made a 
beautiful appearance. 


Guaranty against Potatoe Rot. —Professor Russel Com- 
s took offers to take the supervision of different fields of pota¬ 
toes, and to give one dollar a bushel for all of those which rot- 
—Mabbettsville, Dutchess county, New York, is his post- 
office, every day in the year. 

Trifles make prefection, but perfection itself is no trifle.— 
Michael Angelo. 

Yon who are traveling down the hill of life, should be very 
careful not to drive too fast. Lock your wheels. 

A Georgia paper, the Southern Confederacy, which believes 
slavery to be a divine instiution, has an article attempting to 
prove that dueling is sanctioned by the Bible. 

Let yonr thoughts be pure, your appetite restrained, and 
your company select, aud life will be divested of many bur¬ 
dens and ills. 

Henry Ward Beecher says that the “lesson of resigna¬ 
tion should be taught to all men.”—We think there is moie 
need of its being taught, just now, to the office-holders than to 
any other class extant.— Louisville JournaL 
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